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AUTHOR Design and Assets Manager  

DATE 15/02/2016        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The purpose of this report is to allow Council to make a determination for 
restricted vehicle access (A-double Modern Road Train access) on a 12.180km 
section of County Boundary Road (SR41), south from the intersection of Gil Gil 
Creek Road (SR63) to the Moree Plains Shire Boundary. 

BACKGROUND: 

Modern A-double road trains, B-triples and AB-triples up to 36.5 metres in 
length, may operate on approved roads on and east of the Newell Highway, 
under an access permit issued by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
(NHVR).  An application for such permit access for A-double Modern Road 
Trains has been received by Council from Johnstone Quarries Pty Ltd. 

As part of the extensions to the existing approved restricted access vehicle 
routes, it is suggested that Council consider allowing A-double Modern Road 
Train truck access on the 12.180km section of County Boundary Road (SR41), 
south from the intersection of Gil Gil Creek Road (SR63) to the Moree Plains 
Shire Boundary. 

As County Boundary Road either side of this section is currently approved for 
Type 1 A-double Modern Road Trains, this would allow County Boundary Road 
(SR41) to be a through road for this type of vehicle.  This, in turn, would allow a 
through road to Croppa Creek and other roads with Road Train approvals in 
Gwydir Shire.  An inspection by the Road Safety Officer was undertaken to 
assess any improvements that may be required prior to making 
recommendations for A-double Modern Road Train approval, and several 
swept path diagrams were also prepared to assess the intersection suitability 
(Attachment 1). 

ISSUES AND COMMENT: 
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The 12.180km section on County Boundary Road (SR41) is a missing link 
between Croppa Creek and Pallamallawa in Moree Plains Shire.  Gwydir 
Shire Council has received numerous permit requests to travel on the full 
section of County Boundary Road (SR41).  This has been inhibited due to this 
missing section. 

CONCLUSION: 

A-double Modern Road Train access on SR41 will be a link between 
Pallamallawa in Moree Plains Shire and Croppa Creek in Gwydir Shire.  This 
will provide increased transport efficiencies and lower freight costs in the 
northern part of Gwydir Shire. 

Operators wishing to use approved routes within Gwydir Shire for road train 
and A-double Modern Road Train access still require a permit from the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (approved by GSC), allowing Council to 
restrict access should road or safety conditions deteriorate.  

CONSULTATION: 

Consultation has been conducted with the GIS Officer of Gwydir Shire 
Council, National Heavy Vehicle Register, and Road Safety Officer of Gwydir 
Shire Council and Moree Plains Shire Council. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the 12.180km Section of County Boundary Road (SR41)  
South of Gil Gil Creek Road (SR63) be approved for  
A-Double Modern Road Train access. 
 

 THAT this report be accepted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Route Assessment Summary 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 17/16 
 

THAT the 12.180km Section of County Boundary Road (SR41)  
South of Gil Gil Creek Road (SR63) be approved for  
A-Double Modern Road Train access. 
 
THAT this report be accepted. 
 
(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Dick) 
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